
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Requests for Prayer 
The Church in the World: The Church of the Province of West Africa. 
Our Diocese: Please pray for the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) and Property team 
and their supporting staff that God will be with them in their duties. 
Our Parish: The Wood Street Youth Club, it’s leaders and young people. 
Hillbrow Close, Hill Top Close & Holly Lane. 
Those in need: Ann Brand, Wendy Bryant, Betsy Herdman, John Barton, Karin Band,  
Brian Smith, Polly Harris, Jenny Sterlin, Chas King. 
Departed:  
In Yearly Remembrance: Herbert Everett, Patrick Brooks, Catherine Webster, Dorothy Hicks, 
Margaret Pearce, William Balchin, Thomas Denton, Rhoda Sankey, John Winny,  
Caradoc Thomas. 
 
Collect of 6th Sunday of Easter 
Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: help your Church to obey 
your command and draw the nations to the fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Acts 17. 22-31   Reader: Robert Lynch 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown 
god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made 
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us.  
For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have 
said, Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to 
all by raising him from the dead.’ 
V. This is the word of the Lord 
R. Thanks be to God 
 
 
Gospel: John 14. 15-21 
V. Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
R. Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,  
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because he abides with you, and he will be in you. ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming 
to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 
V. This is the Gospel of the Lord 
R. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Post Communion of the 6th Sunday of Easter 
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal  life: may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive and reigns, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

Parish News 
 
 
Christian Aid Coffee Morning –today our coffee after the service in both churches is in aid of 
Christian Aid. If you are able to help with coffee on this day Joanna would really appreciate 
extra pairs of hands both before and after the service – please let her know. If you do not have 
cash on you today please donate online instead on the Christian Aid website. 
 
Monthly Coffee Morning – We meet at The Worplesdon Place on Saturday June 3rd at 
10.30am – everybody welcome for chat and great coffee. 
 
New St Alban’s Youth Club first Friday of every month  – 7pm to 9pm, spread the word. 
 
Cherry Trees  We are now collecting used stamps for Cherry Trees, they can be left in a 
marked envelope at the back of church. 
 
Wintershall – The Life of Christ - 27 JUNE - 1 JULY 2023 10.00AM – 3.30PM 
The powerful biblical outdoor drama takes you back in time to when Jesus lived on earth. 
Follow over 100 actors in full costume moving through the beautiful grounds of the Wintershall 
estate with its lakes and ancient woodland re-enacting the remarkable events of Jesus’ life. 
This is a performance in three acts with a lunchtime interval. 
Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey GU5 0LR 
Book tickets now www.wintershall.org.uk or call 01483 892167 
 
Social Media – the parish runs accounts on FaceBook, Twitter and Instagram 
(@WorplesdonParish) do follow us and share our posts. We also have a parish Whatsapp 
group. Please ask the office if you would like to join. If you have any photos of parish life that 
you would be happy to have on our social media please send to the office.  
 
Zoom Prayer meetings there are two opportunities for prayer each week via our Zoom prayer 
meetings on Monday evenings and Thursday mornings. They are also accessible via phone 
lines, please ask Alex for more details and we can add you to the weekly invite list. If you 
would like some help to set this up on your computer/laptop/tablet/phone just ask, we can find 
someone to help you. 
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6th Sunday of Easter Sermon 
 
Many of you will know that recently, only three weeks ago, I had a fall 
injuring my right shoulder very badly as well as hitting my head on the 
ground. It still hurts and causes me restrictions in my movement. 
Fortunately, there was someone there to help me and get me to the 
emergency department at the hospital where I had excellent treatment and 
follow up. Most of us, I suspect, can relate to the feeling of relief and 
thanks¬giving when someone comes to help us. Whether we have broken 
down in our car, or the gas won't work, or we've hurt ourselves and called an 
ambulance. Knowing that someone is there, or is coming to save us is 
profound.  
In our gospel reading just now, Jesus said, 'I will not leave you orphaned; I 
am coming to you.' Remember where we are here in the story. Although we 
are six weeks into our Easter celebrations, and waiting for the Ascension 
story next Thursday, this gospel reading from John takes us back a few weeks 
to the night of Jesus' betrayal on Maundy Thursday. And what does Jesus say 
to the disciples, who were by the end of this night going to be scattered 
across Jerusalem and the surrounding area? On this night of confusion, fear, 
betrayal and mystery, he says, 'I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 
you.' 
In our current earthly existence we live in the extraordinary period between 
the resurrection and the culmination of the kingdom of God, the moment 
where poten¬tial becomes reality, where promise becomes, in John Donne's 
word, 'possession'. This means we have to try to be people who can live in 
the space between the promise and the possession. To be Easter people is to 
be people who can exist, who can do our living and working and breathing, 
our praying and hoping and loving, with something that is less than a 
certainty but is much more than a vague dream of something better to 
come. 
Built into us is a desire to seek God. That's partly what St Paul is trying to say 
to the people at the altar to an unknown God in Athens. Longing for 
relationship with God is natural. What Jesus says on the night before he dies 
is that it is not we who need to travel to God but God who, through the 
events that are about to unfold in Jerusalem, will come to us. 'I will not leave 
you orphaned; I am coming to you.' 
That promise, that 'sure and certain hope', as the funeral service puts it, 
helps us to make sense of this in-between place in which we live. This earthly 
place where, though we profess that we 'look for the resurrection of the  



 
dead and the life of the world to come', none¬theless is a patchwork of glory 
and pain, of despair and hope, of deep troughs of depression as well as the 
occasional mountain-top experience. We all know how brittle life can feel. 
We all know how brittle life can be. We live our personal tragedies, alongside 
those of our communities, our nation and our world.  
So, how is this the life of the resurrection? How are we Easter people with 
alleluia as our song? Well, as in almost everything to do with the Christian 
life, it comes back to the font. It comes back to the water of baptism. Jesus is 
not an impervious, waterproof Superman zooming in from somewhere else 
and whisking away everything awful and replacing it with a set of lovely 
things. The resurrection is about the person of Jesus Christ, fully human and 
fully divine, passing into the very depths, and rising, gathering up and 
transforming and transfiguring and hallowing all of that experience. 
Jesus disappears into the waters of death and rises again, and we go with 
him. Breaking the surface of the water in the font and emerging into the life 
of the resurrection where we still carry the marks of our suf¬ferings, just as 
he does, the risen body of Christ bearing the marks of the nails and the 
spear, but now we know that those marks are hallowed - holy, and so are 
ours. 
None of this of course fully addresses the fairly arbitrary nature of suffering 
in this world. Why does one person get an incurable disease or get murdered 
on the streets of the city, and some other person doesn't? But the reason 
that we can live in this in-between world, this place where the tomb is 
empty, where Christ is coming to us, where the world is pregnant with the 
potential of the king¬dom, is because the sort of God who dies and rises 
again for us is the sort of God who knows what it is like to be us because 
Christ also suffered. And he is with us in our suffering too. 
We are not alone. To be Easter people is not to be people who escape the 
realities of the world; it is not to be people who, by being part of God's 'crew' 
get a free pass from the suffering and awfulness that life entails. But it is to 
be people who know that although we go down into the waters of death, we 
come back out again, and as our heads break the surface and our eyes see 
the glory of the king¬dom of God, we do so accompanied by the Christ who 
is no longer an unknown God but is the parent of us his children – children 
who find that they are no longer orphaned because God has come to us in 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Rev’d Martin Wright 9/5/23 
 


