
 1 

����������	
������
�
February is often a month that is rather cold 
and bleak. The celebrations and festivities of 
Christmas and the New Year are far behind 
us and Summer seems a long way in the 
future.  As I write it is cold and grey outside 
and there is a good chance that much of 
February will be the same. Which is partly 
why holidays in the sun are so appreciated – 
why some people go to sunnier climes at 
this time of year. We appreciate the change 
– the warmth and brightness that the sun 
brings. Such a contrast to the damp and 
grey and cold of our English Winter. 

And in a way Lent and Easter are rather like 
that. We can’t fully appreciate and partake in 
the joy and light and celebration of Easter 
Day and the resurrection of Christ, if we 
haven’t tried to lead a good and holy Lent in 
the preceding weeks.  

The six weeks of Lent are an opportunity for 
reflection and a time for reassessment of our 
lives and our relationship with God. Lent 
was traditionally a time of prayer and fasting 
and repentance. It was the time the 
catechumens used for preparation for their 
Baptism at Easter.  And from about the tenth 
century it was linked with Christ’s forty days 
of fasting in the wilderness.  

The Parish keeps Lent in a variety of ways. 
We try to keep meetings to the bare 
minimum. There are changes in the services 
– there is a more penitential feel to the 
liturgy. There are no flowers in church.  We 
have a Lent “course” which this year is a 
series of evenings about something that 
affects us all at some time and in some way 
– pain. 

As individuals it’s helpful if we can try and 
feel something of the forty wilderness days 
by taking seriously those three traditional 

aspects of Lent - prayer, fasting and 
repentance. How we do it will be different for 
each of us. We may, for example, like to 
review our pattern of prayer – to change it in 
some way or try to spend a few extra 
minutes a day in prayer each day. Fasting 
could take the form of giving up a meal each 
week and giving the money saved to a 
charity. Repentance is acknowledging what 
is wrong in our lives and turning to God and 
asking for his healing and forgiveness in our 
lives. To ask his help in changing our lives 
where that is needed.  

This month sees the beginning of Lent on 
Ash Wednesday with special ashing 
services in both our churches. At this service 
the sign of the cross is made on our 
foreheads in ash. The meaning of this is 
beautifully expressed in a poem by Ann 
Lewin called “Ashing” 

Light as a feather 
A finger touched me, 
Branded me cross-shaped, 
Smudged me with ash. 
 
 Light as a feather, 
God’s finger caressed me 
With sign of forgiveness, 
Marked me with love. 
 
 Light as a feather, 
Penitent, shriven, 
Signed with his life mark, 
I go on my way. 
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Holy Days 

In 

February  
As well as Ash 
Wednesday, on 21 
February, which will 
be celebrated at St 

Alban’s at 11.0a.m  and at St Mary’s at 
8.00pm, we will  remember Cyril and 
Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, on 14 
February at 11.00a.m at St Albans. 

This month the Church also remembers, on 
15 February, Thomas Bray, priest.  He was 
born at Marton in Shropshire in 1656, was 
educated at Oxford and subsequently 
ordained.  He was chosen by the Bishop of 
London to assist with the work of organizing 
the Church in Maryland in the USA.  During 
an extended delay in his setting out, due to 
legal complications, he managed to organize 
a system of free parochial libraries, initially 
for use in America but later also instituted in 
England.  This led to his founding the 
‘Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge’ (SPCK) in 1698.  He finally set 
sail for Maryland in 1699.  Though well 
received by the governor, Bray found that he 
could better promote his purposes from 
England.  On his return to Europe, he also 
founded the ‘Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel’ (SPG).  He died on 15 February 
1730. 
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Sunday 11 th February 

10.45am at St Mary’s  

All are warmly invited to this all-age informal 
service when we will be looking forward to 
Valentine’s Day and thinking about Love!  

On this Sunday there will be no Sunday 
Club at either church but a crèche will be 
available. 

The next God’s Family at Worship service will 
be at St Mary’s on 11th March at 10.45am 

The next Parade Service will be at St Alban’s 
on 18th march at 10.45am 

Parish Registers 
Funerals 
28th Dec Hannah Joan Grimshaw 
2nd Jan Vera Joan Cole 
9th Jan Charles Bernard Grover 
11th Jan Peter King 
15th Jan Winifred Phillips 
15th Jan John Cooke 
17th Jan Mary Constance Clark 
 
Baptisms  
7th Jan Cameron James Hayes 
 Leo William Saunders 
14th Jan Felicity Octavia Lucinda Pettit 

Quotations to Ponder  
We must live through the dreary Winter 
If we would value the spring; 
And the woods must be cold and silent 
Before the robins sing. 
The flowers must be buried in darkness 
Before they can bud and bloom, 
And the sweetest, warmest sunshine 
Comes after the storm and gloom. 
       Anonymous 
 
 In the depths of winter, I finally learned 
that within me there lay an invincible 
summer.                                                                                          
    Albert Camus  
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 On 2nd and 16th February 

At The Fairlands Community Centre 

2.00pm - 4.00pm 

 * Come and meet friends old and new 
 over a cup of tea and home-made 
 cake 

* Browse at the Library 

* Be tempted by the Fairtrade Stall 

* Drop in on your way to or from school 

 If you need help with transport please 
contact Fairwood Helpers on 01483 
237619 
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Book of the 
Month  
 

Power & Passion 

Samuel Wells 

 

Zondervan £8.99 

ISBN : 0-310-27017-0 

This book subtitled “Six characters in search 
of Resurrection” is the book that the Parish 
is recommending as Lent reading.  In it 
Samuel Wells explores the Passion of Christ 
by examining six characters – Pontius 
Pilate, Barabbas, Joseph of Arimathea, 
Pilate’s wife, Peter and Mary Magdalene.  
Each one comes alive as the author shows 
how they reflect and shape our reactions to 
contemporary issues such as marriage, 
friendship, discipleship, politics and 
violence. 

 

 
 

4th Healing Service - an opportunity to 
bring before God the dis-ease in our 
lives and to pray for all in any kind of 
need as well as to receive the 
Ministry of laying on of Hands. 

11th Celtic Evening Prayers - a time of 
worship inspired by the Iona 
Community.   

18th The Evening Office - the traditional 
form of Evening Prayer from Common 
Worship. 

25th Celtic Evening Prayers - a time of 
worship inspired by the Iona 
Community. 

 If you live in Wood Street Village and would 
like transport to the Evening Worship at St 
Mary's please speak to Revd Mary Kirby 
(G.237131) who will endeavour to arrange 
for a lift. 

Prayer of the Month 
A prayer that I have found helpful during 
Lent and which reflects the changing natural 
world as we move through the weeks of 
Lent. 

As the days lengthen and the earth spends 
longer in the light of day, grant that I may 
spend longer in the light of your presence, O 
Lord, and may those seeds of your Word, 
which have been long-buried within me, 
grow, like everything around us, into love for 
you, and love for people; to become a visible 
declaration of your Lordship in my life.  
Grant, Father, that this Lent there may be a 
springtime for my life in Christ. 

Dick Williams 

 

An Invitation  

to continue to pray…  
During February we will be meeting and 
interviewing candidates for a priest 
colleague to join our Clergy Team and who 
will live at St Alban’s House but who will be 
ministering across the parish.  This is an 
important appointment for the parish and we 
ask that God will lead us to the right person 
and the right person to us.  We would 
therefore greatly appreciate your prayers for 
this process and invite you to use the 
following prayer: 

 
Shepherd of souls,  
give to us for the leadership  
of your church in this parish, 
a priest colleague after your own heart: 
 
a person  
of faith and prayer, filled with the spirit; 
of vision, wisdom and sound judgement; 
with a pastoral heart and a true love for 
people. 
 
Prepare the person of your choice  
for their ministry amongst us,  
and prepare us for their coming; 
and overrule in everything for the doing of 
your will 
and the furtherance of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

summer.                                                                                          

Sunday  

Evenings  

February 
6pm   

St. Mary’s  
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Perry Hill Youth Club  
The next meeting is on 1st February at 
Worplesdon Memorial Hall. The next  
meeting is 1st March and thereafter the first 
Thursday of each month except in April 
when there will be no meeting. 

The session begins at 6.45pm and ends at 
8.45pm. The Club is open to young people 
from age 8-15yrs and they are now welcome 
to stay as long as they want during each 
session. Club members are reminded that 
they need to sign in on arrival and to sign 
out before they leave.  

Come along and join us and try your hand at 
a variety of games, be tempted by the Tuck 
Shop and meet new friends. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 
www.perryhillyouthclub.co.uk or contact:: 

Revd. Andrew Bryant Tel. 234616 

New volunteers are always welcome to 
help run youth clubs.  

 

The Sunday Club  

If you enjoy games, stories, drama or craft 
activities and are aged between 5 and 11 
years then come and have fun and learn 
about Jesus. For more information contact: 

St Alban’s: Nicky Parsons  Tel. 826774 

St Mary’s: Rosalind Davison  Tel. 826422 

 

Edward’s Sunday Club  
Edward Bear invites all his friends (0-5 
years) who come to church on Sunday to 
join him for a time of fun, play, stories and 
activities. For more information contact: 

St Alban’s: Carol Caven  Tel. 839157 

St Mary’s: Michaela Kelly Tel. 870939  

Worplesdon Garden Club  

We began our first meeting of the new year 
by welcoming three new members to the 
club - our reputation is growing for our lively 
group of garden lovers.  

Our speaker on Tuesday was Vince 
Gradwell, an experienced tour guide with 
SAGA and much travelled to gardens 
throughout Europe and the far east. 
However, his lecture and slide show this 
week was on his favourite home grown 
gardens ranging from Cornwall to Scotland 
and included Kiftsgate in Gloucestershire, 
famous for its wonderful peonies, 
Sissinghurst in Kent, famous for its ladybird 
poppies, pure yellow honeysuckle and the 
puya plant of Chile. At Tintinhull in Somerset 
he photographed the beautiful Tulip Tree 
with orangy yellow flowers and then onto 
Snowdonia, the Lake District and Scotland 
with flowers and trees from a colder clime 
such as lobelias, hardy geraniums and 
Cornus Controversa, commonly known as 
the wedding cake tree. And so on, 98 slides 
in all and much appreciated, interrupted only 
for a coffee break and a raffle draw.  

We meet every second Tuesday of the 
month at Emmanuel Parish Centre, 
Shepherds Lane, Stoughton at 8.00pm and 
new members are very welcome. For further 
details contact: 

Olga Everingham    Tel.  233322  

Clubs 
The Sunday · Youth · Edward’s Sunday · Garden  

 

Have you got a club  

to mention here?  

 

Please pass details to the Parish 
Office on 233091 
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Parish Dates 
A copy of the 2007 Parish Diary is now 
available from either church or from the 
Church Office.  The Diary lists all the key 
dates for events and meeting in the life of 
our Church for the coming year.  Please use 
it to help with forward planning and please 
consult it before making other meeting dates 
to avoid unnecessary clashes.  If any of the 
proposed dates need to be changed please 
inform the Church Office either by e-mail or 
in writing.  Thank you. 

 

African Children’s Choir 
“Helping Africa’s most vulnerable children 
today, so they can help Africa tomorrow.” 

One Sunday evening last November a group 
of us were treated to a wonderful evening of 
music, dance, rhythm and colour when we 
went to see the African Children’s Choir.  
The energy and enthusiasm of the children 
is amazing and contagious – it had a church 
full of apparently staid Surrey folk on their 
feet!  But what’s even more amazing is that 
those children had lost one or both parents 
to poverty and disease and they are now 
singing round the world to help other African 
children have the chance of an education 
and the hope of a better future for 
themselves and for Africa.  The funds that 
the Choir raises go to support schools in 
Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Sudan and South 
Africa where thousands of children have 
benefited from the work of the Choir since it 
began in 1984.  Because a different group of 
children make up the Choir each year,  
many are getting the experience of travelling 
and expanding their horizons. They all have 
aspirations to become very valuable 
members of their societies – they want to be 
nurses, doctors, IT specialists, pastors…. 
and I suspect that many of them will achieve 
their ambitions. 

And in a tiny way we are helping them by 
supporting the Choir as one of our 
designated charities for our outward giving. 

 

The Church Office 
New Opening Hours 

Please note that from 1st February the 
Church Office will be open 

Mondays, Wednesday & Fridays 

9.30am – 2.30pm 

The Office telephone number is  

01483 233091 

The Office e-mail is cofeworp@fish.co.uk 

Out of Hours there is an answer machine 

 

All bookings for the Church Hall and the St 
Mary’s Room should be made via the 
Church Office. 

������
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St Alban’s Church Hall 

Wood Street Village 

 on Wednesday 28 th February  

at 12.30pm  

 

Meet up with friends old and new  
good food and good company 
open to all where ever you live 

 
Please book 5 days before on G. 233091 

 

Worplesdon Parish 

100 Club Draw 
Held on 21st January 2006 

1st Prize £25 Winning Number 25 

2nd Prize £14 Winning Number 23 

 

The next draw will be held on Sunday 18th 
February and thereafter 3rd Sunday of 
every month. 

If you would like to join the 100 club please 
contact the Parish Office on 233091 
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Thurs 1st 10.00am Housegroup at 44 Fairlands Avenue 

Sun  4th 6.00pm Parish Youth Group at Spectrum 

Mon  5th 6.00pm Youth Confirmation at Brook House 

   8.00pm Witness Group at St Mary’s 

   8.00pm Worship Group at Tullywhisker 

Wed  7th 1.30pm Edward Bear Club at St Mary’s 

Tues  13th 2.30pm Fairwood Helpers committee 

   8.00pm WSV Association at St Alban’s Hall 

Wed  14th 1.00pm Mothers’ Union Lunchbreak at St Alban’s 

   8.00pm Housegroup at 17 Lyons Drive 

Fri  23rd 7.00pm Youth PCC at the Rectory 

Sun  25th 6.00pm Parish Youth Group at St Alban’s 
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Quiet Morning 
Saturday 24 th February 9.00am – 12noon 

at St Mary’s 

We warmly invite you to join us for a time of 
quiet reflection as we begin the season of 
Lent.  Take time out of your busy life to 
come apart with God and ponder the 
meaning of this season and to reflect how 
you can keep this as a special and holy time 
in your life. 

You are welcome to come at any time during 
the morning and to stay for whatever time 
suits you.  There will be words to guide your 
thoughts, music to aid reflection, prayer 
stations around the church to help assist 
your own devotions and silence in which to 
be alone with God with your own thoughts.  
We very much hope you will be able to join 
us. 
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You are warmly invited 

to join us  

for an informal Act of Worship 

 

 Sunday 18 th February 4.00pm at 

Fairlands Community Centre 

 

 An opportunity for Christians of all 
denominations or none to come together for 
an informal time of prayer, reflection and 
fellowship.  If you would like to come but 
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That the Abbeyfield Society started with a single house in Bermondsey in 1956 and now has 
over 800 houses throughout the UK. Two of these are in Guildford . Each house has 7-8 
elderly residents. A housekeeper provides two main meals a day but otherwise they enjoy 
complete, albeit sheltered, independence. The houses are run by a group of volunteers and the 
Friends of Abbeyfield  provide help with lifts for shopping and to doctors etc. and arrange 
outings for residents and general befriending.  

Volunteers are needed to keep the houses running smoothly, and to maintain a good quality of 
life for the residents. Commitment is for as much or as little as can be offered. A volunteer with 
book-keeping experience would be useful, also one with basic DIY skills for simple household 
maintenance.. For details please phone the secretary, Frank Webster, on 01483 571508.  
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The Church Electoral Roll 
�  �  �  �  �  �  �  Important information – please read! �  �  �  �  �  �  �   
 

Every six years it is a legal requirement that all Anglican Churches prepare a new Church 
Electoral Roll.  Everyone who wishes their name to be included in the Church Electoral Roll, 
whether or not their names are on the present roll have to apply for enrolment. 

Shortly we will be contacting everyone on the existing roll inviting them to re-apply. During 
February there will be an envelope for you at church containing a simple form for you to 
complete and returning it to the box at either church or returning it to the Church Office. 

If you are not any the existing roll but wish to be included on the new roll, application forms are 
available from at either church or from the Church Office. The completed forms should then be 
returned as above. 

 Anyone is entitled to have their name entered on the Church Electoral Roll if they  

i are baptised and aged 16 or over (or will be 16 this coming year); 

ii have signed a form of application for enrolment; 

And either 

iii are members of the Church of England or of any Church in Communion with the Church of 
 England being resident in the parish or (not being resident in the parish) have habitually 
 attended public worship in the parish during the six months prior to the application for 
 enrolment; 

iv are members in good standing of a Church (not in communion with the Church of England) 
 which subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity declaring themselves to be also 
 members of the Church of England and having habitually attended worship in the parish 
 during  the period of six months prior to enrolment. 

Membership of the Church Electoral Roll gives a sense of belonging to the Church family. 

It also 

Governs how many representatives we have on Deanery Synod 

Allows you to be on the Parochial Church Council and/or hold any other formal Church offices 

Allows you to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Is a useful measure of the support for the local Church. 

For those not resident in the parish it entitles their Baptism, Wedding or Funeral to be 
conducted in the parish church. 

Completed forms should be returned by 1st April 2007 and the new role will be published on 8th 

April.  Corrections may be made to the role but no new names may be added to the roll until 
after the APCM on 24th April.  However it would greatly assist us if completed forms were 
returned well before the deadline. 

If you have any questions about this process please contact our Electoral Roll Officer, Brian 
Williams on 01483 825954. 

Flower  

Arranger 

Rota  

Feb St.Mary’s  St.Alban’s 

4th Clare Weaver Brenda Moore  

11th Diana Forder Lynda Covey 

18th Doreen Smith Ann Tizard 
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 Can You Do This?  

 Can You Do Better Than This? 

 Would You Like To Be Able To Do This? 

Want to gain or develop computer based publishing skills?  If you would be 

interested in joining the Crossway editorial team please contact the Parish Office 

on G 233091 or send an e-mail to robert.pocock@ntlworld.com. 

Children’s Society  
The result of our carol-singing  visits in the week before Christmas has already been 
announced. In case not everyone has heard, this is a good opportunity to say that the amount 
collected was £607.04 and this has been sent to the Society for their funds. As soon as their 
receipt arrives it will be displayed on the notice board at St Mary's. As always, we are most 
grateful to everyone who took part , the singers and players, and our generous hosts who 
invited us to their houses and to their guests who were so appreciative of our efforts and joined 
enthusiastically in the carols each evening.  

Thanks also to everyone who has already returned our home saving boxes . There are still 
some to come in and we would be grateful if you could bring your box to St. Mary's or St. 
Alban's churches, or to the Parish Office for counting and re-labelling. They will be returned to 
you as soon as possible. If you do not already have a box at home, would you consider taking 
one? Only 20p a week adds up to £10 a year of regular reliable income much appreciated by 
the Children's Society. If just a few more people would be prepared to do this, it would make a 
big difference. Thank you.  

"�����������
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Worplesdon WI 
The first meeting for the Worplesdon WI was on Wednesday 3rd January. the business started 
members were entertained to a comic song sung by a Worplesdon member Miss Paddie 
Wheatley the song was 'The Twelve Days after Christmas which started with she fell out of love 
with her 'true love' shot the partridge and burned the pear tree this set the mood for a happy 
afternoon. Mrs Beryl Davies then wished everyone a happy new year and welcomed two guests 
Mrs Margaret Firmiston and Mrs Angela Hewitt who may become members. Mrs Sheila Tonkin 
then thanked the members who had cooked and served such an enjoyable Christmas lunch at 
the December meeting. Congratulation were given to Mrs Jackie Hewitt who had represented 
the WI reading a scripture lesson at the parish carol service. Mrs Leach said the shopping trip to 
Brighton had been successful she then gave out the tickets for the theatre to see Swan Lake on 
Ice at the Victoria Theatre in February.  

The speaker for the afternoon was ex police constable Mr.Bridgeman who was involved with the 
coin treasure trove found at Wanborough in 1986. Many interesting facts arose as to the origin 
of the find the British Museum estimated there would have been 9,000 coins although only 1500 
coins were recovered. It is thought the cache was possible from Queen Boudicca about 40 a.d. 
A vote of thanks was given by Mrs Jackie Hewitt. It was then time for tea which was hosted by 
Miss Barbara Chasemore. The competition of the best Christmas card was won by Mrs Clare 
Spedding which had been made by her little daughter Grace who is three. The raffle prize was 
won by Mrs Caroline Harmes.  

#�����������
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
(Interdenominational) 

‘United Under God’s Tent’ 

Women across the world join together to pray for it s needs 

On Friday 2nd March over 3 million people will be taking part in a Day of Prayer that circles the 
globe from the time the sun rises over the island of Tonga until it finally sets off the coast of the 
islands of Samoa. 

The central act of worship will be a service using material prepared by Christian women in 
Paraguay 

Our local service will take place at 

St. Alban’s Church, Wood Street Village at 10.30am Friday 2nd March 

The Speaker will be Rev. Mary Kirby 

 

PCC Jottings 
The January meeting began with a presentation by Wendy Bryant, the Diocesan Open to All 
Officer, on Space to be, a project in the neighbouring parish of St Clare’s Park Barn.  This 
monthly evening event provides space where those who wish can drop in to either meet with 
others, have some quiet time, make use of the different “soul station” or receive treatment from 
an alternative therapist.  This new way of being church particularly appeals to those who 
welcome an alternative to the more formal approach to worship or spirituality.  This presentation 
was given to inform PCC members as they consider what new forms of mid-week evening 
worship might be offered in this parish. 

The meeting then moved into its normal business.  It was reported that there was no progress 
on appointing a youth worker, there having been no response to advertisements in both The 
Wey and the Surrey Advertiser.  By contrast there had already been four enquiries about the 
House for Duty post even before the advertisements had been placed in the Church Times.  
Remedial works on St Alban’s House relating to subsidence are still outstanding. 

It was reported that the Diocesan Advisory Committee had recommended to alteration to the 
faculty petition requested at the last PCC meeting.  The matter is now with the Chancellor of the 
Diocese who will make the final decision. 

The meeting also heard about the highlights in 2007 including the innovative course on the 
theme of pain, the plans for the Second Annual Scarecrow Festival and, by popular request, the 
return of the parish Quiz Night.  Details of the joint PCC and Ministry Team away day on 3rd 

February were also discussed.  A copy of the parish diary will be placed on the parish website. 

It was also agreed to open discussions with the Diocese about renting out the Church Room at 
St Alban’s Hall as office space for staff from Diocesan House.  Details of adaptation costs would 
be brought to a future PCC meeting.  The next PCC meeting will be on 27th March when the 
main item will be the annual accounts. 

Fairwood Helpers - Serving Fairlands, FLG area, Wood Street Village 
and Worplesdon - Perry Hill 

Available for help with transport to the doctors or hospital, filling in forms, 
collecting prescriptions, shopping, odd jobs, visiting etc.  
 

Telephone 01483 237619   Mon - Fri 10.00am - 12 noo n 
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Christ For All in Andhra Pradesh  
Extracts from December 2006 Newsletter 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Greetings from all of us at Khammam.  

We praise God for the wondrous gift of love demonstrated to us on the cross, love which cares 
for the physical as well as the spiritual realms of human life. We endeavour to share that 
wonderful love with people around us through various programmes. 

Children's Home, Gollapudi. There are nearly 200 children in our home and all are well and 
happy. Two girls who played in their school Kabbadi team were included in the District team and 
at the State level competitions they stood 'runners' in that event.  

Shanti School has classes from nursery to year 7. To help many more families and children in 
the slum area proposals have been submitted for permission to start new classes for years 8-
10. For this we have to improve the infrastructure and take in some more teachers.  

Youth Meetings. Three-day meetings for rural youth were conducted in late September. Nearly 
120 took part, 20 of whom have committed their lives to Christ.  

At the Asian School of Evangelism ‘Bible School' 19 trainees, including 3 women, are taking 
the' long course' -10 months training in bible studies, discipleship and evangelism.  

Some 120 former students of the Bible School, now dispersed as pastors and evangelists, met 
for a one-day reunion and retreat for fellowship.  

Nicola writes : Twelve years ago, fresh from celebrating my A-Level results, I spent an amazing 
3 months with Azariah and his team in Khammam. Much of my time was spent sharing in the 
work in Gollapudi and Madhira, but I also volunteered for a while at the Polio Home in 
Khammam. It was here that I realized my vocation of teaching English. In the mornings I helped 
with a primary school class on the Polio Home site, teaching art and crafts, and in the late 
afternoons I was besieged by the older children eager to learn English. Sometimes we sat 
outside under a tree; other times we used a classroom, and we learned how to communicate 
with each other.  

I took this spark of enthusiasm for teaching language, and went on to train as a teacher in the 
UK later on. I taught in rural schools and trained teachers with a charity in Indonesia for a few 
years; I now support foreign children with their English language learning in a London 
comprehensive. This summer I took advantage of my generous school holiday and decided to 
satisfy my itchy feet with a trip back to where it all began - in Khammam. It was wonderful to go 
back to Khammam, to see old friends and meet new ones, in particular Azariah's wife Vijaya 
and her family, and to see what had changed. The little tiled house that had been the centre of 
the work in Khammam had been transformed into the impressive CSU office building, family 
home and guest house; the peaceful bicycle rickshaws had been replaced by the din of their 
motorized successor; the main roads were as good as those in UK, reducing the journey time 
out to the villages no end. More importantly, though, the work of the CSU had grown and grown: 
countless more people had been helped in small but significant practical ways, bearing witness 
to Christ's love in action.  

Sevasadanam Special School in Madhira . This is a charitable school which Azariah helps 
support from funds from UK supporters. Murali was sponsored by Azariah as a child because 
his family could not afford to send him to school. His family lived in a remote village, they had no 
land of their own and could only get irregular daily labour in the fields. Murali now works as a 
teacher in this special school for children who are mentally challenged. Sponsorship from the 
UK gave him a chance in life by enabling him to attend school After school he got a 
Government place at teacher training college and later the mentally handicapped school 
sponsored his specialist mentally handicapped training. Murali is now 29 years old and married 
with a daughter. Murali felt privileged to be given a good start in life with the help from Azariah 
and UK supporters and is pleased that he is now able to serve mentally challenged children.  
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Seen on a birthday card: 
Forget about the past,  
You can't change it.  

Forget about the future,  
You can't predict it. 

Forget about the present,  
I didn't buy you one. 

 �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better understand the 

fears and temptations his future congregations faced if he first took a job as a policeman for 
several months. He passed the physical examination; then came the oral exam to test his 
ability to act quickly and wisely in an emergency. Among other questions he was asked, 

“What would you do to disperse a frenzied crowd?”  He thought for a moment and then said, 
“I would pass an offering plate.” He got the job. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

A Catholic priest and a Methodist pastor from two local churches were standing by the side 
of the road, feverishly pounding a handmade sign into the ground with a large rock. The sign 

read: The End is Near! Turn Yourself Around Now Before It's Too Late! 

As a car sped past them, the driver yelled, "Leave us alone, you religious nuts!" A moment 
later, from around the curve they heard screeching tyres and a big splash. The pastor turned 

to the priest and asked thoughtfully: "Do you think the sign should just say 'Bridge Out'?" 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of natural causes. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat 
and drink beer all day. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

Good judgement comes from bad experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgement. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

The quickest way to double your money is to fold it in half and put it back in your pocket. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your lips are moving. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

A husband and wife went to a counsellor after 15 years of marriage. The counsellor asked 
them what the problem was and the wife went into a tirade listing every problem they have 
ever had. Finally, the counsellor got up, went around the desk, embraced the woman and 

kissed her passionately. The woman shut up and sat down quietly in a daze. 

The counsellor turned to the husband and said "that is what your wife needs at least three 
times a week. Can you do that?" The husband thought for a moment and replied, "Well I can 

get her here Monday and Wednesday.....but Friday I play golf." 


